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LEADERτS GUIDE 
 



WELCOME TO CAMP KARANKAWA 
 
Welcom e to Ca m p Ka ra n ka wa ! Th ere  will b e  s o m a ny fu n  a ct ivit ies  a n d  new expe riences  a t  ca m p 
a nd  your  lea ders  a nd  Ca m p  Sta ff a re  here  to h e lp  you! Ba y Area  Cou ncil p rogra m s  a re  orga n ized  
a nd  p u t  on  by volun teers  in  BSA. Som e  prog ra m s  a re  ru n  by Scouts  BSA youth  a n d  th e ir  
lea de rs . I f you  need  a ss is ta nce  or  ha ve  q ues t ions , jus t  a sk u s . 
 

 

SCHEDULE 
 
Friday Night – Registered Campers Only 
4-8 p.m. Check-In –Leader’s Lodge (Scouts BSA Events) 
9 p.m. Orientation Meeting (1-2 Adults per unit) – Leader’s Lodge (Scouts BSA Events) 
9 p.m. Gates Close  
10 p.m. Staff Meeting –Leader’s Lodge (Scouts BSA Events) 
10 p.m. Lights Out/Gates Close  
 
Saturday – All Attendees 
8 a.m. Gates Open 
8-9 a.m. Check In for Saturday arrivals – Leader’s Lodge (Scouts BSA Events) 
8:30 a.m. Opening Ceremony – Flag Field of Cub Frontier 
9 a.m. - Noon Program Activities 
Noon Lunch Break / Trading Post Open – All program areas closed 
1-5 p.m. Program Activities 
5:15 p.m. Closing Flags 
5:30 p.m. Dinner in your campsite 
7 p.m. Evening Program Campfire –Council Fire Ring (Scouts BSA Events) 
9 p.m. Return to campsite or Home 
10 p.m. Gates Close 
 
Sunday – All Saturday Night Campers 
8 – 10 a.m. Check-Out –Leader’s Lodge (Scouts BSA Events) 
(Remember to pick up your Medical Forms) 
8:30 a.m. Scouts Own Worship Service – Camp Karankawa Chapel 
9-11 a.m. Pack Up 
11 a.m. Gates Close  
 
Week-Long Camps Evening Schedule 
 
Friday Night – Camp set-up 
Saturday – Game Night & Cracker Barrel 
Sunday – Merit Badge & Cracker Barrel 
Monday – Scoutmaster/Staff Dinner, Skit & Song Campfire, OA Call Out, Wood Badge Beadings 
 



VISI TORS  
All ca m p lea de rs , Scouts , a n d  s ta ff m us t  ch eck in  a n d  ou t  wh en  a rrivin g  to or lea vin g  from  
ca m p. Ca m p p rogra m s  a re  des ign ed  a n d  in ten ded  for reg is te red  m em b ers  a n d  th e  a du lt  lea ders  
wh o will be  workin g  with  th em . Oth er fa m ily m em bers  (in clud in g  s ib lin gs  or oth er you th -a ged  
re la t ives ) m ust  be  reg is t e red  m em bers  of th e  BSA, or if th ey would  like  to ca m p or pa rt icipa te  in  
th e  p rog ra m , th ey m us t  do so th rou gh  Cub  Scout  Fa m ily Ca m p in g  on ly. Vis itors  to Scouts  BSA 
progra m s  will b e  a sked  to s ta y in  th e  Lea der’ Lod ge  a t  a ll t im es  with  a  des ign a ted  wris tba n d . 

CAMPSITES  
Your ca m ps ite  a s s ign m en ts  will be  em a iled  to lea ders  with in  72  h ours  before  th e  even t . Our 
goa l is  for ca m p to be  a va ila b le  to a ll Scou ts  wh o wish  to en joy our ca m p experien ce . As  such , 
un it s  m a y be  requ ired  to sh a re  ca m ps ites . 

PACKING LIST 

Week-long camps 72 hours or more 

- Health Form A, B 1&2, C 
- Official Roster showing all attending adults & Scouts 
- Signed Field Trip form 
- Class A uniform & Class B t-shirt  
- Closed toes shoes (no Crocs allowed) 
- Scout handbooks, pen, paper 
- Patrol Flag 
- Camp chair 
- Reusable water bottle or canteen 
- Tent, sleeping bag, sleeping cot, and ground tarp 
- Food, if not provided 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Cooking gear 
- Day pack 
- Tools - flashlight, knife (Must have Whittling Chip) 
- First Aid kit 
- Sunscreen 
- Rain gear, if needed 
- Light jacket or hoodie (if needed) 
- Hat or cap 
- Bug spray 
- Toiletries, towel, Ziplock bags for dry or dirty clothes  
- Swimsuit (if aquatics are offered, no bikinis) 
- Money for Trading Post 

 

FIRST AID/ MEDICAL 
ALL medication for both youth and adults must be kept with the troop and dispensed appropriately 
by the designated adult.  The adult designated to dispense youth medication is required to 
complete the Routine Drug Administration Record and be prepared for the camp medic to review it. 
The medic can be reached in the health lodge at the Dining Hall or by anyone with a walkie talkie. 
Battery power for medical devices is allowed in certain areas. Consult the Camp Range or Medic. 

LATE ARRI VALS & EARLY CHECK-OUT 
Anyone  a rrivin g  la te  or le a ving  ea rly m u st  s ign  in  a nd  ou t  a t  the  reg is t ra t ion  desk. I f lea vin g  
ea rly, you  m ust  ⌐ll ou t  th e  Ca m per  Re lea se  form  a nd  ha ve  it  s ign ed  by you r  lea der.  

LEADERSHIP  
All u n it s  m ust  ha ve  p rop er a du lt  lea de rsh ip  in  ca m p  a t  a ll t im es  a n d  m ust  follow ALL YOUTH 
PROTECTION GUIDELI NES. No on e-on -on e  con ta ct  be tween  a du lt  lea d ers  a n d  you th  m em bers  is  
a llowed .  

http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/HealthandSafety/ahmr.aspx


BUDDY SYSTEM 

Scouts  m u s t  be  in s t ructed  to use  th e  bud dy sys tem  wh en  h ikin g  or exp lorin g  a roun d  ca m p a n d  
a re  en coura ged  to in form  th e ir lea de rs  of th e ir pla n s  wh en  lea vin g  th e ir ca m ps ite . 

QUIET HOURS  
Quie t  h ours  a re  1 0  p .m . to 6  a .m .  

STAFF CABINS  
Ca bins  a re  rese rved  for s ta ff on ly. Scou ts  a n d  a du lt  lea de rs  ca n not  en te r ca b ins .  

WEATHER & EMERGENCIES  
Be  Prepa red! Plea se  pa ck ra in  g ea r a n d  ext ra  cloth in g  for  your  Scout . Secu re  you r ten t . Ensu re  
ten ts  a re  p rope rly g uy-lined  to p reven t  ra in  from  en tering . In  the  even t  of Hea vy Down pou rs : 

● Follow I ns t ruct ion s . Progra m  s ta ff will p rovide  clea r d irect ions  in  ca se  of hea vy ra in . The  
des igna ted  She lte r-in -p la ce  a rea  is  t he  Din in g  Ha ll/ HEC. I f hea vy ra in  is  sh ort -lived , we 'll ta ke  
tem pora ry s he lte r a nd  re su m e a ct ivit ies  once  it  pa sses . We  m a y re loca te  a ct ivit ies  a nd  m a ke  
m in or  a d jus tm ents  to en sure  eve ryone 's  sa fe ty a n d  en joym ent .  
● In  th e  even t  of a n  em ergency eva cua t ion , everyone  s hou ld  rep ort  to th e  Pa vilion  beh ind  the  
Din ing  Ha ll/ HEC. 
● Em ergency Drills  - When you  hea r  the  ca m p be ll, you  m u s t  IMMEDATEIATELY a s sem ble  you r 
un it  a t  the  ⌠a g  poles  in  fron t  of t he  Din in g  Ha ll/ HEC a nd  ha ve  a  hea d  cou n t  rea dy. I ns t ruct ions  
by s u pervised  s ta ff will follow. 
● In t ru der  δ Conta ct  the  Ca m p Directors  im m edia te ly. Do not  a pp roa ch  them  d irect ly, le t  s ta ff 
ha n d le  th is  s it ua t ion . Rem ove  you th . Do not  lose  s ig h t  of t he  in t rud er  if p oss ib le . 
 

PHONES & WIFI  
Ph on es  ca n  be  a  g rea t  wa y to en h an ce  an  ou tdoor Scout in g  experien ce , bu t  th ey ca n  be  a  
ch a llen ge  to m a n a ge . Ph on es  a re  on ly to be  used  by a du lt s  or you th  if your  un it  lea der a pp roves  
of th em . Wi⌐ is  a va ila b le  while  a t  ca m p for  ed uca t iona l p urposes . Plea se  vis it  the  Lea de rτs  Lodge  
for log in  in form a t ion .  

 

PROGRAMS   
 

AQUATICS  (Not  a va ila b le  a t  every ca m p) 
Scouts  m u st  follow a ll a q ua t ics  sa fe t y ru le s . No ru nn in g  nea r  wa ter-fron t  a rea s . Prop er  
swim m in g  a t t ire  m ust  be  worn  a t  a ll t im es . No b ikin is . One -piece  swim suits  on ly. Proper  a d u lt  
lea de rs h ip  will be  p rovid ed  by ca m p s ta ff if it  is  a  cou ncil-spons ored  p rogra m , otherwise  u n it s  
m u st  p rovide  the ir own  a du lt  s upe rvis ion  pe r th e  NCAP s ta n da rds . 

CYCLING (Weekend  Ca m pin g  Only) 
Adu lt  lea de rs  a n d  Scouts  m a y brin g  b ikes  to ca m p  a s  lon g  a s  you  follow ca m p b ike  sa fe ty 
policie s . Bike  ride rs  m us t  follow a ll t ra ffic regu la t ion s  a n d  s ta y off th e  g ra ss . Fa ilu re  to com p ly 
with  th ese  regu la t ion s  will res u lt  in  th e  loss  of rid in g  p rivileges . (Adva n ced  a pprova l is  req u ired .) 

• On ly b ig  t ire  b ikes  a re  a llowed . 
• In dus t ry-a p proved  h e lm e ts  MUST be  worn  a t  a ll t im es . 
• Ride  on  th e  righ t  s ide  of th e  roa d  a n d  s top  a t  ALL s top  s ign s . 
• Ride  on ly on  roa d s  or a p proved  t ra ils . I f you  a re  ca ugh t  rid in g  a cross  th e  g ra ss , we  

will revoke  you r b ike  rid in g  p rivileges .  



• Do n ot  exceed  speed  lim its . 
• Bikes  m us t  be  pa rked  up righ t  in  des ign a ted  a rea s  or ou t  of n orm a l t ra ffic pa th s . 
• No b ikin g  a llowed  a fte r sun se t . 

 
HANDICRAFTS    
At  the  ha nd icra ft s  a rea , Scou ts  will ge t  th e  op por tun it y to ha ve  ha n ds -on  experience  in  
Lea therwork, Meta lwork, Pot te ry, Weld ing , Woodca rvin g  a nd  m ore . (Not  a ll ha n d icra ft s  a re  
a va ila b le  a t  ea ch  ca m pou t .) 

HIKING  
The  Na ture  Tra il is  m a rked  by t ree  id en t i⌐ers  a nd  is  a  fu n  a d d it ion  for  Scou t s  to en joy na tu re . 
Vis it  www.ba cbsa .org / ca m p -ka ra n ka wa  to downloa d  the  Na ture  Tra il h ikin g  m a p .  

SHOOTI NG SPORTS  
Ca m p offers  four  diffe ren t  Sh oot ing  Spor ts : Arche ry, Shotg u n , Sling sh ot , a nd  Tom a ha wks . No 
pers ona l ⌐rea rm s  or a m m u nit ion  a llowed  on  ca m p prope r t y.  

RULES  

Ru le s  a re  m a de  for  th e  s a fe t y of ca m p ers , p rotect ion  of eq u ip m ent , a nd  to p rovide  fa irness  to 
a ll. 

SANDALS/ SHOES - I t  is  t he  policy of the  Ba y Area  Cou ncil tha t  closed -toed  sh oes  m u st  a lwa ys  
be  worn  a t  ca m p, excep t  while  a t  the  wa ter fron t  a rea  a nd  s hower house .  

VEHICLES - The  ca m p  sp eed  lim it  is  10  m p h. No p a ssen gers  will be  pe rm it ted  in  the  beds  of 
t rucks . All pa ssen gers  m ust  be  sea ted  in s ide  the  veh icle . Sea tbe lt  use  is  requ ired  in  ca m p in  
a ccorda nce  with  na t iona l policies . We req uire  tha t  you  keep  your  veh icle  in  the  des igna ted  
pa rkin g  a rea s  a t  a ll othe r t im es . Lim it ing  the  a m ount  of d riving  tha t  goes  on  in  ca m p m a kes  the  
t ra ils  sa fer  for a ll of us .  

LEAVE NO TRACE/ TRASH DISPOSAL - Ca m p h a s  b een  used  a n d  en joyed  b y Scouts  for m a n y 
yea rs . As  ca re ta kers  of th is  p roperty, we  a s k th a t  you  be  a wa re  of you r im p a ct  on  th e  la n d  so 
fu tu re  g en era t ion s  ca n  en joy our ca m p. Plea se  d ispos e  of a ll lit te r by p la cin g  ALL t ra sh  in  a  ba g  
a n d  drop  it  a t  th e dum ps ter n ea r Cub  World  on  your wa y ou t  of ca m p. I t  is  everybody’s  job  to 
keep  ca m p lit te r-free . I f you  a re  a t  a  week-lon g  ca m p, t ra sh  p ickup  is  n ea r th e  Scout  ba th h ouse , 
to be  p icked  up  by 5  p .m . ea ch  da y. 

CAMPFIRES - Ca m p⌐res  a re  perm it ted  u n less  a  b urn  ba n  is  in  e ffect . Firewood  is  p rovided . You  
m a y on ly ga the r sm a ll, d ea d  b ra nches  a nd  s t icks  a rou nd  you r ca m ps ite . Ca m p is  a  g rea t  p la ce  
to tea ch  Scouts  fire  sa fe ty. Ea ch  un it  sh ou ld  com p le te  a n d  use  th e  Un it  Firegua rd  Ch a rt . Th ese  
will be  p rovided  a t  ca m p. Fires  m us t  a lwa ys  be  a t ten ded . Th ere  a re  two 5 -g a llon  buckets  a t  th e  
en t ra n ce  to ea ch  ca m ps ite . Your ca m p s ite  fire  ba rre l sh ou ld  a lwa ys  b e  filled  with  wa ter. Plea se  
re fill if it  is  em pty. I f a  fire  is  ou t  of con t rol, th e  Cam p Ra n ge r is  th e  on ly one  des ign a ted  to 
h a n d le  it . As  a  lea der, it  is  your job  to a ccoun t  for a n d  eva cua te  your Scouts . Un it -supp lied  ga s  
s toves  m a y be  us ed  un d e r a du lt  s upe rvis ion . No open  fla m es  in  ten ts  a re  a llowed . No ca n d les , 
porta b le  h ea te rs , or gen e ra tors  a re  a llowed . Propa n e  s toves  a n d  la n tern s  a re  a llowed . 

 



SMOKI NG/ VAPING - Ad u lts  a re  not  pe rm it ted  to s m oke  a rou nd  Scouts , in  bu ild ing s  or  ten ts . A 
des igna ted  s m oking  a rea  is  p rovid ed  be tween  the  Lea derτs  Lod ge  a n d  Flop  J a ckson  pa rkin g  
a rea , or in  your  pe rs ona l veh icle  on ly. 

WEAPONS, FIREARMS & KNIVES  - I t  is  the  policy of the  Ba y Area  Cou ncil t ha t  n o h un t ing , 
shea th  kn ives , ⌐xed -b la d e  kn ives , switch  b la des  a re  a llowed  a t  ca m p. No p ersona l ⌐rea rm s  or  
a m m o a re  a llowed . No ⌐reworks  of a ny kin d  a re  p erm it ted  in  ca m p. 

ALCOHOL & DRUGS - Alcohol a nd  federa lly d ecla red  illega l d ru gs / s ub sta n ces  a re  not  a llowed  a t  
a ny t im e.  

PETS - No pe ts  a re  a llowed  in  ca m p. 

PERSONAL PROPERTY - Ca m p does  not  a s s um e  respons ib ilit y for da m a ge  or los s  of a ny 
pers ona l p roper t y. 

DRONES - Ca m p requ ire s  a ll u se  of d ron es  to b e  in  com plia nce  with  FAA regu la t ions , inclu d in g  
keep in g  them  with in  line  of s igh t , ⌠yin g  n o h ig he r tha n  40 0  fee t , a n d  not  to be  ⌠own d irect ly 
over la rge  ga thering s  of peop le . Do n ot  cond uct  s u rve illa nce  or ph otogra p h  peop le  in  a rea s  
wh ere  th ere  is  a n  expecta t ion  of p riva cy withou t  t he  in d ividua lτs  perm is s ion . Ca m pers  m ust  
com ply with  Scout ing  Am erica  Drone  Sta nda rds . (Adva nced  a pprova l is  req u ired .) 

PHOTOS AND VIDEOS - P ictu res  a nd  videos  m a y b e  ta ken  of you r Scouts  while  a t  ca m p  b u t  you  
m u st  follow Youth  Protect ion  Guid e lines  a t  a ll t im es .  

SOCIAL MEDIA - We ha ve  Fa cebook. We do p ost  videos  a n d  p ictu res  of Scouts  a t  ca m p. I f you  
ha ve  p h otos  or  videos  th a t  you  wou ld  like  u s  to s ha re , p lea se  em a il them  to the  Ca m p Ra n ger.  

WEEKEND RESERVATIONS 
- I n -Coun cil Un its , $35  n on -refun da b le  depos it . 
- Out-of-Coun cil Un its , $35  n on -re fun da b le  d epos it  + $10  per pa rt icipa n t .  

Vis it  www.ba cbsa .org / ca m p -ka ra n a wa  to down loa d  th e  reserva t ion  form . 

VOLUNTEERS   
The  goa l is  to m a in ta in  the  sp irit , t ra d it ions , a nd  m em ories  of th e  ca m p  b oth  pa s t  a nd  p re sen t , 
to p rovide  a  m ea n s  for  volun tee rs  of Ca m p  Ka ra n ka wa  to m a in ta in  a f⌐lia t ion  with  ea ch  othe r 
a nd  with  the  ca m p . Volu n teers  con t rib u te  to the  con t inued  m a in tena nce  a nd  deve lopm ent  of t he  
ca m p . Voluntee r op por tu n it ies  a re  open  to a ll pa s t  a nd  cu rren t  ca m p  s ta ff, ca m pers , or  a nyone  
wh o ha s  a n  in te res t . To volun tee r or  m a ke  a  dona t ion , p lea se  em a il th e  Ca m p  Ra ng er. 

Ca m p Ka ra n ka wa  3 249  FM 1 459  Rd ., Sweeny, TX 7748 0  - 9 79.345.3 960   
Ba y Area  Council 302 0  5 3 rd St ., Ga lves ton , TX 775 51  - 409.74 4 .52 06   www.ba cbsa .org  
FACEBOOK: @Ca m pKa ra nka wa BAC 

WIFI :  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

EMERGENCIES  
CAMP DIRECTOR: __J ill DeWitt  (951)660 -46 79______________________________ 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR: __Phillip  Ga lbrea th __________________________________ 

MEDIC: __Gregory Villan ueva  (832)50 5 -3376_______________________________ 

Medica l or  Fire  Em ergen cies  911  

Poison  Control 1 -800 -221-1 222  

Bra zoria  Count y Sh erriff Dept . (n on -em ergen cy) 979-849 -2441  

Sweeny Com m unit y Hospita l (n on -em ergen cy) 979-487 -9070  

Old  Ocea n  Volun teer Fire  Dept . (n on -em ergen cy) 979-487 -9077  



 

BAY AREA COUNCIL, BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
Camp Karankawa Camper Merit Badge Permission Form 

Scouts participating in a merit badge with a schedule class requirement not on Camp Karankawa property 
for the enhancement of the program. 

Scout Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Unit #: _________________________ Council: _______________________________________________ 

 

Unit Camp Lead Adult: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Merit Badge(s): _________________________________________________________________________ 

In order for a Scout to leave camp property on a field trip/outing for the enhancement of a merit badge 
program, the guardian must agree to the arrangement and have this form filled out prior to coming to camp. 
Scouts will only be transported with two-deep leadership and in registered vehicles with the BSA automotive 
insurance standards. They will not be transported out of the local area of the camp. 

Scouts will only be allowed to leave camp with their merit badge group with an original signed Merit Badge 
Permission Form from the parent or guardian. If this form is not sent with the Scout, the class may still be 
attended, however there will be an incomplete for the requirement and the Scout will be under the care of 
their leadership on camp property while the class is offsite. If custody is on issue, please provide the Unit 
Leader with a copy of the most recent child custody order. 

(National Standard requirement of the Boy Scouts of America). 

To be filled out by legal parent/guardian. Please type or print neatly in ink.  

I understand the merit badge permission form of the Bay Area Council Boy Scouts of America and their 

camps. I give approval for my child, ______________________________________________, to leave 

camp property under the two deep leadership guidelines for only the sole purpose of merit badge required 

instruction. 

Signature (Parent or Guardian): ________________________________________________ 

                              Date: _________________________________________________ 

        Guardian Contact Phone Number (cell): _________________________________________________ 

  

Revised November 14, 2024 
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